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SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION IN KANSAS 

intelligent effort made to secure increased efficiency in the "human agen- 
cies" employed in the arrest, trial and punishment of offenders among 
them, the prosecutor? Many prosecuting attorneys come to the office 
without much, if any, experience in criminal prosecution. Many of them 
are fresh from law school, where, though they study the law of crimes, 
but little attention is paid to the practical side of the prosecutor's duties. 
At present experience, alone, teaches the representative of the state the 
many duties of his office. So long as these are neglected in the law 
schools, an annual conference of the men engaged in the prosecution of 
offenders is of great importance. In such a meeting, much can be learned 
from the interchange of experiences and opinions. The Kansas confer- 
ence is a voluntary association called each year by the Attorney General 
of the state. The sessions are devoted to the consideration of the various 
duties of the office of county attorney and not solely to that of prosecu- 
tions. A high conception of the position can thus be taught those who are 
newly elected, and greater efficiency will undoubtedly follow. It is hoped 
that similar associations will be formed in the various states. In Kansas, 
sixty-three of the county attorneys attended the last meeting. 

W. E. H. 

Summary of Recent Legislation in Kansas in Respect to Criminal Law 
and Kindred Matters. — I have now gone over the 300 and odd acts of the 
legislature of 1913 in Kansas and abstract the following: 

The conviction of an attorney of a felony or of a misdemeanor involving 
moral turpitude obliges the Supreme Court to disbar him, but if the conviction 
be reversed or the offender pardoned, the said Court may reinstate him as at- 
torney. Chap. 64, laws 1913. The rest of the act provides an entirely new pro- 
cedure for disbarment, committing the entire matter primarily to the state 
board of law examiners, with decision in the Supreme Court, and requiring the 
attorney general to prosecute. 

The great extension of public utilities has caused police jurisdiction in 
cities of 2nd and 3rd classes to be "extended over all waterworks, sewer sys- 
tems, pipe, power, light, telephone lines and ways of access thereto, and all the 
public utilities or parts thereof, and all property rights used in connection 
therewith, owned, controlled or managed by such cities within five miles of the 
city limits; and all city ordinances, past and present, are extended over such 
utilities and property," etc. Chap. 127, laws 1913. In Kansas all closely ag- 
gregated settlements are "cities" either of 1st, 2nd or 3rd class, or are unorgan- 
ized and without local government. 

Courts are empowered to parole persons before or after sentence for any 
felony of which convicted, except murder, forcible rape, arson or robbery, 
but not after such person has been delivered to the penitentiary or reformatory, 
or industrial schools for either boys or girls. This act simply removes the age 
limit which has stood in the law since 1907 when the first act was passed, but 
set 21 years as the maximum age limit. Now the age of the convict or accused 
is not an absolute bar to immediate parole. This law and the law with refer- 
ence to "white slavery" (Ch. 179) and the divorce proctor law (Ch. 234) are 
perhaps the most important measures that were enactedi in 1913 in Kansas, in 
relation to criminal law or the prosecuting officers. The parole law amend- 
ment as to age is in Ch. 172. 
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By Ch. 179 it is made a felony to "persuade, entice, induce or procure a 
female person" for prostitution, or to enter or remain in any such house; or to 
leave the state for such purpose. Keeping such house is a felony. Permitting 
such on one's premises is a felony. If the owner of property is notified of such 
on his premises and does not seek at once to eject the offenders, he is guilty 
of felony. All leases become void where a lessee permits prostitution on the 
place. Courts are empowered to grant injunctions in the name of the state 
against such immoral use, and may enforce such orders fully, and may fine and 
jail violators. To solicit any male person to enter a house of prostitution, is 
made a misdemeanor, with 30 days to 6 mos. jail, or $100 to $500 fine or both. 

To use substitutes for leather in shoes without labeling the shoe with the 
fact is made a misdemeanor, with a fine up to $250. Ch. 180. 

Chapter 182 prescribes, a fine not over $500, or jail sentence of one year, 
or both, for those who "use a horse, or domestic animal of another or his 
automobile or other vehicle or conveyance or his personal property of any kind, 
with intent to deprive the owner of their temporary use against the owner's 
will, but without intent to steal or convert the property permanently." 

In counties having cities of the first class, trees and shrubs along streets 
and ways leading to public buildings are protected under penalty by chapter 183. 

The practice of pharmacy and of supplying drugs and medicines is fur- 
ther regulated by chapter 186; the manufacture and sale of live stock remedies 
by chapter 187, and of feeding stuffs for such stock by Ch. 188, and penalties 
are prescribed for contraventions. 

Not peculiarly relating to criminal law, yet of much importance is chapter 
193, which forbids nomination or election of Supreme or District Justices or 
Judges by political parties. The act provides that candidates may place their 
names before the people at^ the primary election, or have their names so pre- 
sented, and that the two candidates standing highest on the poll at the primary 
election shall have their names printed on a separate judicial ballot at the gen- 
eral election. Nowhere is any party designated to appear either in nomination 
or election, and only two candidates can contest for the place at the polls 
finally, excepting where more than one place is to be filled. In such a case two 
names may be presented for each place, by taking the four (or six) candidates 
who stand highest in the primary election. Kansas has never before tried by 
any law to place the judiciary outside of politics. 

The matter of game laws and the game season receives attention from 
every legislature, and as usual, amendments were made in 1913, by Ch. 199. 

A hotel law, chapter 205, among other provisions, makes it a misdemeanor 
to obtain "food, lodging or other accommodations at any hotel, inn or boarding 
house or eating house" by false pretenses. 

Convicts in the penitentiary may be taken out and worked on public roads 
and streets by cities or counties at $1 per day per man and expenses. Ch. 219. 

A divorce proctor is provided by Ch. 234. The county attorney (who is 
public prosecutor) in each county, is such a proctor. "He Vail appear in every 
divorce case in his county whether contested or not. He, uis deputies and law 
partners are forbidden to take employment for either side in a divorce case, or 
to accept a fee from either side. The plaintiff must serve a copy of his petition 
on such proctor, and may not file the petition in court until service of such 
copy has been made by the divorce proctor. Other service must be had as 
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COMPENSATION TO PERSONS AWAITING TRIAL 

usual. "The divorce proctor shall at once investigate the charges made and be 
prepared to advise the court on the hearing, as to the merits of the case." No 
hearing may be had for at least 60 days after filing the petition, unless the 
court makes an order declaring an emergency, stating therein its nature, the 
evidence to sustain it and the names of the witness who gave such evidence. 

Common carriers and their servants are forbidden to remove the names of 
either consignor or consignee from shipments of intoxicating liquors. Ch. 249. 

By Ch. 289, a board of corrections replaces older boards and both industrial 
schools (for boys and for girls), and the reformatory for young men of age 
18 to 25 years, and the penetentiary are all placed under one management by 
said board. 

Moving picture films and reels may not be exhibited until examined and 
approved by the state superintendent of public instruction. 

The sterilization of habitual criminals, idiots, epileptics, imbeciles and in- 
sane by vasectomy or oophorectomy is authorized by Ch. 305. The managing 
officers of state institutions containing such classes are required to secure advice 
of competent surgical experts in addition to their own corps of physicians, to 
examine the inmates such as are deemed to be unfit for procreation. The 
physical and mental condition of such inmates shall be examined, and their 
history learned, and if such authorities think that such inmates would produce 
children with an inherited tendency to crime, insanity, feeblemindedness, epi- 
lepsy, idiocy or imbecility and that there is no probability that such inmates 
will improve enough so as to render procreation advisable, or if the physical 
condition or mental condition of any such person will be improved by steriliza- 
tion, then said physicians and experts shall report their conclusions to the dis- 
trict court or any court of competent jurisdiction, in and for the district from 
which such inmate has been committed to such institution. "The court shall 
then hear and determine the matter and if satisfied that the subject is an habit- 
ual criminal within the meaning of the act (i. e. a person convicted of felony 
involving moral turpitude), or is insane, or an idiot, imbecile or an epileptic and 
that the purpose of this act ("to prevent the procreation of habituals, idiots, epi- 
leptics, imbeciles and insane") will be accomplished by such order, shall adjudge 
that such operation shall be performed and shall appoint one of the authorities 
signing such report to perform the operation of vasectomy or oophorectomy, as 
the case may be, upon such person." "The county attorney of the county in which 
the hearing is had may be directed by the court to represent the state in the 
proceedings." "Such operations shall be performed in a safe and humane 
manner." Except as authorized by this act, any person who shall perform, 
encourage or assist in or otherwise promote the performing of either of these 
operations for the purpose of destroying the power to procreate the human 
species," or who shall permit such operations to be performed, unless of med- 
ical necessity, shall be fined not over $1,000, or jailed not over one year or 
both. 

A penalty is laid upon miners who take or keep over 25 pounds of ex- 
plosives with them in any mine at any one time. Ch. 228. 

J. C. RuppENTHAL, Judge of the District Court, Russell, Kansas. 

For Compensation in Certain Cases to Persons Awaiting Trial. — ^The 
following bill in the Massachusetts House has been recommended for reference 
to the next General Court: 
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